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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 00578 280258Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-08 DLOS-09 L-03 
/042 W 

069383 282142Z/64 

R 271630Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5438 

UNCLAS PANAMA 0578 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGY: TOCY, EFIS, PN 

SUBJECT: CLEARANCE FOR U.S. PURSE SEINER TRIAL SETS 

REF: STATE 308412 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED RESPONSE FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY TO 
OUR REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONDUCT TRIAL SETS DESCRIBED 
REFTEL. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY REPLY SAYS AUTHORIZATION 
CANNOT BE GRANTED BECAUSE COORDINATE RECTANGLE GIVEN FOR GEO- 
GRAPHIC POSITION WHERE TRIAL WOULD TAKE PLACE PARTIALLY INVADES 
COLOMBIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS UNDER THE LIMITS ESTABLISHED BY 
THE PANAMA-COLOMBIA TREATY, SIGNED IN CARTAGENA IN NOVEMBER 1976, 
ON THE DEMARCATION OF MARINE AND SUBMARINE AREAS. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY NOTE ADDS, HOWEVER, THAT IF THE CHOSEN 
PLACE WERE NOT SUBJECT TO THIS OBSTACLE AND WERE LOCATED 
ONLY IN PANAMANIAN WATERS, U.S. TUNA VESSELS WOULD HAVE TO 
COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING STEPS: 

A) REQUEST INDIVIDUAL PERMITS FOR EFFECTING SCIENTIFIC TRIALS; 

B) PRESENT A PROGRAM WITH A CALENDAR; 

C) IDENTIFY THE DESTINATION OF THE TUNA FISH; 

D) COORDINATE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES OF THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY THE EXPERIMENTS TO BE CARRIED 
OUT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT BE HARMFUL TO THE MARINE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 PANAMA 00578 280258Z 

RESOURCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 

3. TEXTS OF OUR NOTES AND OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

NOTE AND INFORMAL TRANSLATION BEING POUCHED SEPARATELY. 

4. EMBASSY SUGGESTS THIS MAY BE AN APPROPRIATE SUBJECT 
FOR DISCUSSION BETWEEN SOUTHWEST FISHERIES CENTER 
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PERSONNEL AND PANAMANIAN REPRESENTATIVES AT THE UP- 
COMING IATTC MEETING IN SAN DIEGO. 

JORDEN 
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